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Embassy Notes Death of Former U.S. President Ford 
 
In memory of former President Gerald R. Ford, who died on Tuesday, the U.S. Embassy in Paris will 
be receiving visitors wishing to sign a condolence book.  The book will be open for signature from 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Thursday, December 28 and Friday, December 29, 2006. 

Gerald R. Ford, the 38th President of the United States, passed away in California at the age of 93. He 
served from August 1974 to January 1977.  After being appointed as Vice President, he succeeded 
President Nixon who was the first President ever to resign from office.  

Ford's reputation for integrity and openness made him popular during his 25 years in the U.S. 
Congress, where he was House Minority Leader from 1965 to 1973.  Born in Omaha, Nebraska, in 
1913, he grew up in Grand Rapids, Michigan, and earned a law degree from Yale.  During World 
War II he attained the rank of Lieutenant Commander in the Navy. After the war he returned to 
Grand Rapids, where he began the practice of law, and entered politics. A few weeks before his 
election to Congress in 1948, he married Elizabeth Bloomer. They have four children: Michael, John, 
Steven, and Susan.  

President Ford won the Republican nomination for the Presidency in 1976, but lost the election to his 
Democratic opponent, former Governor Jimmy Carter of Georgia.  

In a written statement, President George W. Bush said, "The American people will always admire 
Gerald Ford's devotion to duty, his personal character, and the honorable conduct of his 
administration. We mourn the loss of such a leader, and our 38th President will always have a special 
place in our Nation's memory. On behalf of all Americans, Laura and I offer our deepest sympathies 
to Betty Ford and all of President Ford's family. Our thoughts and prayers will be with them in the 
hours and days ahead." 
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